
6 September 2023

1

w
w

w
.k

ar
en

ca
rr

.c
om

Brett Kent
Principal Lecturer Emeritus

Hunting Giant 
Sharks
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‘Meg’ (Otodus megalodon)
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Anatomy of a Fossil Beach

Winnowing = 
hydraulic sorting of 

particles by size 

Anatomy of a Fossil Beach

Basic Collecting Techniques Basic Collecting Techniques
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Basic Collecting Techniques

typical shark 
& ray teeth

The Problems with Giant Teeth

• Largest teeth difficult to collect
• Very rare

• Very heavy

• Require specialized 
collecting methods
• Right places for 

collecting 

• Right conditions 
for collecting
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Collecting Philosophy: 
Numbers vs. Size

Collecting Philosophy: 
Numbers vs. Size

right 
places

right 
conditions

Right Places

1) Falls/slump piles

2) Debris fields

3) Pockets in blue clay

Right Places:
(1) Falls/Slump Piles
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Right Places:
(1) Falls/Slump Piles

Right Places:
(2) Debris Fields

Right Places:
(2) Debris Fields

Right Places:
(2) Debris Fields

Right Places:
(2) Debris Fields

Right Places:
(2) Debris Fields
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Right Places:
(2) Debris Fields

Right Places:
(2) Debris Fields

Right Places:
(3) Pockets in Blue Clay 

Caution: very slick 
when wet

Right Places:
(3) Pockets in Blue Clay 

yaktrax.implus.com

ice grips

gem/treasure 
scoop

clam/cultivator 
rake

amazon.comabprospecting.com

- OR -
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Right Places:
(3) Pockets in Blue Clay 

A

B C

Right Places:
(3) Pockets in Blue Clay 
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Right Conditions

1) Strong wave action from storms

2) The day after a storm

Right Conditions:
(1) Strong Wave Action from Storms

Right Conditions:
(1) Strong Wave Action from Storms

Right Conditions:
(1) Strong Wave Action from Storms

Right Conditions:
(1) Strong Wave Action from Storms

Right Conditions:
(1) Strong Wave Action from Storms

Coastal Flood 
Advisory/Watch/Warning
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Right Conditions:
(1) Strong Wave Action from Storms
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Right Conditions:
(2) The Day After a Storm

sand removed 
by storm

seiche-enhanced 
low tide

Focused Collecting

• Falls/slump piles – especially after soaking rain 

• Debris fields with large cobbles, shells, etc. 

• Blue clay pockets

• During and/or just after storms

brettkent.weebly.com


